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Sec. 2-2-10. - City Council; membership; qualifications; terms; vacancies. 
(a)  The City Council shall constitute the legislative body of the City, shall have the power and authority, except as otherwise provided by statute, to exercise all power conferred upon or possessed by the City, and shall have the power and authority to adopt such laws, ordinances and resolutions as it shall deem proper in the exercise thereof. 
(b)  The City Council shall be composed of two (2) members elected from each ward of the City. Members shall serve terms of four (4) years. The terms of Council members shall be staggered, with one-half (½) of the members being elected at each regular municipal election. The terms of office of all elected City officials shall commence at the first meeting of the City Council following their election. 
(c)  Each City Council member shall have resided in the ward from which he or she is elected for a period of at least twelve (12) consecutive months immediately preceding the date of his or her election, and shall be a registered elector therein; except that in the case where the boundaries of a ward are changed pursuant to a reorganization of the City, by redistricting or by the result of annexation, any person who has resided within the territory added to a ward for the time prescribed in this Section shall be deemed to have met the residence requirements for election set forth herein. If, during his or her term of office, a Council member removes from or becomes a nonresident of the ward in which he or she was elected, such office shall be deemed vacant effective upon the adoption by the City Council of a resolution declaring such vacancy. 
(d)  All vacancies on the City Council created other than by the regular expiration of a term shall be filled by appointment made upon a majority vote of the membership of the City Council within sixty (60) days after the vacancy occurs. Persons appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve until the next regular municipal election, at which time a successor shall be elected to serve out the remainder of any uncompleted term. 
Sec. 2-2-20. - Mayor. 
(a)  The Mayor shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast for that office at the regular City election, and shall be a registered elector who has resided within the City limits for a period of at least twelve (12) consecutive months immediately preceding the date of election; except that in the case of annexation, any person who has resided within the territory annexed to the City for the time prescribed in this Section shall be deemed to have met the residency requirement for election set forth herein. The Mayor shall be elected to serve a term of two (2) years. In the event of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, such vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as a vacancy in the office of Council member, as set forth in Section 2-2-10 above. 
(b)  The Mayor shall preside over all meetings of the City Council and shall perform such duties as may be required of him or her by statute or ordinance. Insofar as is required by statute and for all ceremonial purposes, the Mayor shall be the executive head of the City. 
(c)  The Mayor shall not be entitled to vote on any matter before the City Council, except in the case of a tie vote. Notwithstanding the foregoing, all ordinances or resolutions authorizing the expenditure of money or the entering into contracts shall be subject to disapproval by the Mayor as provided in Section 31-16-104, C.R.S. 
(d)  The Mayor or City Administrator shall execute and authenticate by his or her signature all bonds, warrants, contracts and instruments of and concerning the business of the City, as the Council members or any statutes or ordinances may require, subject to the provisions of Subsection (c) above. 
(e)  Except as may be required by statute, the Mayor shall exercise only such powers as the Council members shall specifically confer upon him or her. 
Sec. 2-2-30. - Mayor Pro Tem. 
(a)  The City Council may elect one (1) of its members to serve as Mayor Pro Tem, who shall perform the duties of the Mayor in the event the Mayor is absent from the City or temporarily unable to perform the duties of his or her office. In the absence of the Mayor from any meeting of the City Council, during the absence of the Mayor from the City or during the inability of the Mayor to act, the Mayor Pro Tem shall perform the duties of the Mayor, except that the Mayor Pro Tem shall not be entitled to disapprove ordinances or resolutions pursuant to Section 31-16-104, C.R.S. When presiding over a meeting of the City Council in the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem shall exercise his or her voting powers as a Council member. 
Sec. 2-2-40. - Acting Mayor. 
In the event of the absence or disability of both the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tem, the Council members may designate another Council member to serve as acting Mayor during such absence or disability. 
Sec. 2-2-50. - Compensation. 
(a)  The Mayor and Council members shall be paid monthly as provided by ordinance and amended from time to time. 
(1)  Mayor: Starting with the term of office commencing at the first meeting after the November 5, 2019 election, the salary of the Mayor shall be six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) per month. 
(2)  Council members: Starting with the term of office commencing at the first meeting after the November 5, 2019 election, the salary of Council members shall be four hundred fifty dollars ($450.00) per month. 
(b)  The compensation paid to any member of the City Council, including the Mayor, shall not be increased or diminished for the term of office for which he or she has been elected or appointed. Any Mayor or Council member who has resigned or vacated an office prior to the end of his or her elective or appointed term shall not be eligible to election or reappointment to the same during such term if the rate of compensation has been increased. 
(c)  The Mayor and Council members shall be allowed to participate in the City's employee retirement program on the same basis as other City employees. 
(Ord. No. 2018-16 , § 1, 10-2-2018) 
Sec. 2-2-60. - Regular meetings. 
The City Council shall establish such dates and times for regular Council meetings as it deems appropriate and necessary for the effective and proper transaction of City business. Not less than two (2) regular meetings of the City Council shall be scheduled per month. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a scheduled regular meeting of the City Council may be canceled upon a majority vote of the Council membership, or for lack of a quorum. All regular meetings shall be conducted in the meeting chambers at 448 East 1st Street, Salida, Colorado, unless otherwise designated by the City Council in advance. 
Sec. 2-2-70. - Special meetings. 
(a)  The Mayor and any three (3) members of the City Council may call a special meeting by having written notice of such meeting personally served on all other Council members, or left at their usual place of residence. Except in cases of emergency, special meetings shall not be conducted except upon twenty-four-hours notice. 
(b)  Special meetings may also be called by majority vote of the membership of the City Council taken and announced at a regular Council meeting. Notice of such meeting shall be given to any member of the City Council not in attendance. 
(c)  Should the City Council convene for a special meeting pursuant to a request of an interested party for the purpose of accommodating time constraints of said interested party, the City Council may, in its discretion, assess fees for the special meeting against the interested party. The City Council may from time to time by resolution adopt a schedule of fees which may be assessed for special meetings. Said fees shall reasonably compensate the staff of the City and the City Attorney for time spent in preparation for attendance at special meetings. 
Sec. 2-2-80. - Conduct of meetings; voting. 
(a)  Meetings of the City Council shall be conducted by the Mayor, according to Robert's Rules of Order, Revised. 
(b)  Three (3) Council members and the Mayor, or four (4) Council members, shall constitute a quorum to do business at all meetings of the City Council. Each Council member shall vote upon every question presented, on motion, duly seconded, unless allowed by the City Council to abstain. The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the City Council and shall be entitled to vote only as authorized by Subsection 2-2-20(c) of this Article. Upon the taking of any vote, the City Clerk shall record in the minutes the names of those voting and their votes. 
(c)  At the hour appointed for meeting, the members shall be called to order by the Mayor or, in his or her absence, by the Mayor Pro Tem, and the City Clerk shall proceed to call the roll, note the absentees and announce whether a quorum is present. If a quorum is present, the City Council shall proceed with the business before it, in the manner and order as established by the City Council. 
